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The Athenian Mercury. 


Gab. ag. 


ft. I. Hether Peter or Paul, or 
Qu V any of the Apoftles did ufe 
Notes in their Preaching ? 

Anfw. No, nor Bibles neither to put their 
Nores in, that ever we heard of. They had 
not fo much as Texts, as we fee by moft, if 
not all their Sermons recorded in the Scrip- 
tures. They had no Pulpits, nor fevera! orher 
things in ufe among us; but what confe- 
quence can be drawn from all this?—thefe 
being only fuch Circum/? ances as enter not at 
all into the nature of the Thing; Such 2Vores 
as we have, they coud not probably have, 
Our way of writing being not then, at leaft 
not fo commonly in faihion. For Zechary, 
when he wou'd exprefs his mind, askt not 
for Pes luk and Paper, but for a Writing- 
Table, tho’ it’s true the other way too was 
fometimes ufed.. But as the Apoftles ufed 
no Notes, fo neither did they fudy their 
Sermons before-hand, nor needed they do it, 
the Gift of Preaching being one of rhofe 
oeeloudle, Or miraculous Gifts at thac time be- 
{towed upon the Church of God. As we 
may Jearn from 2 Cor. 12. 28. “ And God 
“ bach fet fome in che Church farft Apoftleé, 
“fecondarily Prophets, thirdly Tearchers, af- 
“ rer that Miracles, then gifts of healing.c&c. 
Are all Apoftles? are all Prophets? are all 
Teachers ?>— As for Notes or no Notes, at 
prefent ic may not be unentertaining to dif- 
courfe a little further, tho’ beyond the Que- 
{tion, in reference to the prefent Cultom of 
the Nation. “Tis known that our Minifters 
bégan to write their Sermons firft about the 
time of the Reformation, when their Ene- 
mies accufed’em for Preaching feditioufly, 
for which reafon they penn’d down all that 
they {poke, to produce their WVores. if there 
{hou’d be occafion, to wicnels for em againft 
the Calumnies of their Enemies. And find- 
ing this to be an advantage unto ‘em, as fo 
the clofenefs of their difcourfes, and more 
correct expreffion, they have ever fince con- 
tinu’d it, and that to {o good purpofe, that 
unlefs we extremely flatrer our felves, the 
Englifh-Sermons are now the beft in the 
World. But there are different ways of 
ufing Notes in Preaching. To have ’em in 
the Pulpit for an affiftance tothe memory, 
which he.that comes without muft be a bold 
man; or to wle’em altogether without at 
all truffing to the memory: And here we 
acknowledge a Sermon generally appears 
with much -more Life when the Preachers 
Eye is not chain’d to his Book; and the 
cuftom of thus Preaching making the thing 
in time much more eafie than at firft it ap- 
pears.—But then on thecontrary, to get all 

y heart word.for word is a great flavery, 
and befides, cakes up fo much time from 
other Studies, that we queftion whether it 
be always worth the while co doit. Upon 


the whole, tho’ the common people wou'd 
never think St. Paw! himfelf preacht a good 
Sermon, unlefs, as fome of ’em call ir, he 
read it every word without Book; yet all 
thofe who are worth pleafing, bad rather 
hear a piece of good fente and clofe difcourfe 
read to em out of the Pulpit, than a long 
rambling Mefs of non-fenfe without Book, 
never fo volubly tumbled over. 

Queit. 2. How {hall we know our own wicked 


» Thoughts from the Suggeftions of the Devil ? 


Anfw. We believe this a very difficule 
matter, if not next to impoffible, at leaft 
always to do. Sometimes ’tis poffible the 
Devil himfelf may be flandered in this, as 
in other matters. At others he may injeé 
fuch Thoughts as we may yet think to be 
our own; {6 fubtle an Adverfary is he, and 
by being all Spirit, having che advantage 
and power, when permitted, to put toge- 
ther fuch Images of things as he thinks beft, 
and reprefent ‘em to our Fancies either 
{leepin? or waking, which evil Thoughts ef 
his fending, are by fome jucy’d to be more 
e{pecially aim’d at in thofe. fiery Darts of 
‘this wicked one, mentioned in holy Writ. 
Some Divines have propofed feveral Cri- 
terions or Marks whereby co diftinguith 
thefé from ourown. As by their fudden- 
nefs. when there can no dependance be 
found betwixt them and any of our own 
that went before’em. By their extravagance, 
blacknefs or horridnefs, their very Linea- 
ments refembling and betraying their Fa- 
ther. But to be ingenuous, we liardly can 
think either of thefe, or indeed any other, 
to be any other than a probable mark. ar 
leaft not an infallible one, fince we often- 
times have independent thoughts’ from what 
went before, or from what immediately or 
nearly preceded. the firft Link of the Chain 
(or the original of the Thought) being at a 
great diftance from the other, and one 
houghr, as it were, diving for a while’ un- 
der a great heap of others, (like fome Ri- 
vers, or the Moon behind a Cloud) and ri- 
fing again a great way off from the place 
where ‘twas at firft obfcur’d. Nor can we 
think the extravagant wickednefS of ’em 
any furer fign ; for Truth tells us, that the 
heart of man it felf is de/perarely wicked, and 
the Devil can hardly be much worfe. Bur 
tho’ ’ris difficult to difcern thefe from one 
her, ‘tiseafle to cure both, at leaft to 

w the way of doing it, which is of much 
more concesn to thole who are troubled 
with ’em, and that is—to take the Shield of 
Faith—imimediarely to make an Ad of 
Faith on Jefus, to fie to hitt for Refuge, 
with utter deteftation of any {uch ss 


nal Theaphts,whenceloever they come— 


On be it the Devil, or be it Chance — 
that brings it into our minds (Chance the 
‘Philge 


fo? 


ilofopher excellently defines “the Eject 
» Canferber off) It {hall be no more charg’d 
to our Account before God, than if we read 
any fuch thing in a Book , or heard it pro- 
nounc’d by any other. 
Queft. 3. Where # the Soul of Mean when he 

4 in a Swoon ? : 

” fale The Ballad-Singers will tell us, 
ris— with Dives and Lazarus— and the 
whole Creation— in tother World: But Phi- 
lofophy aflures us, that wherever ‘tis, or 
whatever it’s doing, the Body mutt know 
nothng of it, nor remember it, the Senfi- 
tive Faculties being unufeful by the unfir- 
nefs of the Organs, and the Common-tence, 
Fancy, Memory and al! ftand fill as the dif- 
ferent Wheels and Motions of a Watch or 
Clock, when either the Weight’s down, or 
any great Spring or Wheel's diforder’d. The 
Sou! undoubtedly aéts at prefent by the cor- 
porea! Organs, and thofe Species which tho 
we can fcarce fay they are truly material, 
yet we know they cant be properly Spiri- 
tual: And accordingly we are not like to 
remember what pafles when we are in the 
condition before-mention’d. A remarkable 
and authentick /x/tance whereof we have in 
the Maid who in the laft Age was Hang'd 
at Oxford for Murdering her Baftard-Child, 
and after many Hours revivd agen—— who 
was {0 far from remembring what happen’d 
after fhe was a Dead, that her 
Thoughts were unravel!’d further back than 
the End of her firft Life; and fhe remem- 
ber’d little or nothing done or faid after the 
came out of Prifon, but began agen at her 
reviving with the fame words fhe had fj 
ken fome time before her Death, what 
pa(s'd afterward till fhe was turn’d over, ei- 
ther not having lain long enough in her me- 
mory to make any laiting Impreffion there, 
or being immediately difturb’d and blotted 
out by Fear on approaching Death, We 
conclude then , that the Soul is ftill in the 
Body, as much as Spirit can be in Place, as 
much as it was before the Perfon firft 
{woon'd, and remains there either as long 
as the Body is any way tenantable (whic 
it may be for fome time , tho’ perhaps a 
little out of repair) or elfe, for ought we 
know, till God himfelf commands it away 
to return to him chat gave it , and that as 
really and diftinétly as he fends it firft into 
the Body of the Child in the Womb of the 
Mother. 

Queft. 4. Why Hair does not grow on the 
Face of a Woman as well as a Man? 

Anfw. For a refolution of this worthy 
Queftion,we muft e’en refer the curious Au- 
thor on’t to Ariftorle’s Problems. 

Queft. 5. Can you refolve us, wby England, 
the moft devout of all the Reform'd Churches 
ss yet most remifs in Pfalmody? Why thofe 
Angelical Songs, thofe Glorious flouts of Tri- 
smph , the highest part of all Devotion , and 
which are to endure for ever,{hou'd be perform'd 
fo il— with much le{s Harmony than Propbane 
Songs— And why a vile Complaifance to a 
few remifs Perfons , (how'd ftill retain with us 


alone, that lifelefs formal bated way of Read- 
ing Line by Line, when Thoufands abhor it ? 

Anfw. To give this honeft Zealous Que- 
rift what Satisfaction we can upon thefe 
Heads— we Anfwer,— for our being more 
remifs in Pfalmody than others~-Something 
on’c may beattributed to the Genius of our 
Nation in general— who afe not fo cheer- 
ful or mufical as our Neighbours. And tho’ 
we are the Ringing,( Pardon the Chyming !) 
we were never called the Singing Ifland. 
But there may be other Reafons, fome of 
which have been already toucht on 2 Que- 
{tion not unlike this—As the meannefs and 
miferablenefs of the Tranflation, which our 
Church has been too bufie fince the Refor- 
mation to think of alrering ;— and yet there 
being no Canon for the ufe of Tom.Sternhold, 
we fee no reafon befides the Tyranny of 
Cuftom , why Mr. Patrick’s, or any other 
good Werfion fhou'd not without more 
ado be made ufe of in all our Churches— 
as they are already fometimes in Ove, not 
of the leaft inthe Kingdom. But were the 
Verfion better, the Zuzes which are now {o 
well fitted tothe Poetry, are moft of em fuch 
vile ones, that Orpheus himtelf cou’d never 
make good Mutick of em. This, and the 
reading ‘em at fuch a lame rate, tearing °em 
Limb from Limb , and leaving Sence, Ca- 
dency, and all ut the mercy of the Clerks 
Nofe, wnich an old inveterate Cuftom has 
rooted among us, firft being it’s probable 
introduc’d by a fort of Neceffiry , becaufe 
few coud Read, may be part of the reafon 
of our neglect and defect in this Exercife.— 
Not to add the decay of Piety in gene- 
ral, and that good old Cuftom of Sing- 
ing Pfalms every Night in Private Families, 
which may have had but too great ahand in 
this Mater. 

Queft. 6. Whether Negroes (hall rife fo at 
the last Day ? 

Anfw. The Pinch of the Queftion only 
lyes— Whether Whire or Black is the better 
Colowr ? For the Negroes won't be perfuaded 
but their Jete is finer and more beautiful 
than our Alabafter. — If we Paint the De- 
vil black, they are even with us, for they 
Paint him white, and no doubt on’t are as 
much in the righton’t as we, none amongft 
them who are legitimate being born white, 
but fuch as are a kind of Leprous Perfons.— 
And they boaft of an Emperor of Rome, one 
of the beft of ‘em, ( twas Severus, ) and 
Saints, Fathers, and Martyrs without num- 
ber, who have beea of that colour— But 
after all, unlef$ we are very partial, there is 
fomething natural in’t. Black is of the co- 
Jour of Night, frightful,dark and horrid; but 
White of the Day and Lightyefrething and 
lovely. Taking then’this blacknefs of the 
Negro to be an accidental Imperféétion (the 
Caufe whereof fee before ) we conclude 
thence, that he fhall not arife with that 
Complexion, but leave it behind him in the 
darknefs of the Grave » exchanging ic for a 
brighter and a better at his return agen into 
the World. 
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